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Abstract  
Child labour is prevalent worldwide, occurring both in developing and developed countries. It is estimated that 
about 352 million children are engaged in some form of economic activity in the world. Estimates of the number 
of children at full work in developing countries were put at 120 million and those combining working and 
schooling at 250 million. In extreme forms or cases, child labour iinvolves children being enslaved, separated 
from their families, exposed to serious hazards and illnesses and left to fend for themselves on the streets of large 
cities at a very early age. The study examined the perceived effect of child labour by women farmers 
organisation in Oyo West Local Government area of Oyo State, Nigeria. Simple random technique was used to 
select one hundred and twenty (120) respondents from the three major communities in the study area. The result 
of the study revealed a significant relationship between income and the factors associated with child labour 
activities among the respondents (r = 0.54). Since it has been observed that the respondents had a low income 
capability, the study recommends that there is need for government to intensify efforts in finding solutions to the 
issue of poverty eradication of child labour activities. 
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1.  Introduction 
Child labour is prevalent worldwide, occurring both in developing and developed countries of the world, Scalon 
et al (2002).  International Labour Organization (ILO, 2002) report estimated that about 352 million children 
were engaged in some form of economic activities, putting the number of children fully working  in developing 
countries, at 120 million and those combining working with schooling at 250 million. In extreme cases it involve 
children being enslaved, separated from their families, exposed to serious hazardous conditions, such as working 
in mines, working with chemicals,working with dangerous machines, and pesticides in agricultural farms.  Most 
often they are exposed to illness and are often left to fend for themselves on the street of large cities at very 
tender and early ages. 
A large chunk of the child labour occurred in developing countries, with 60% of them engaged in agriculture. 
Others include domestic service, factory production and back street workshops. The forms of child labour relates 
to those children caught up in criminal activities such as prostitution, military enrolment, slavery such as bonded 
labour, or trafficking which involved the removal of a child from his/her home with deception of payment for a 
wide range of exploitative purposes. Child labour is a work that deprives children of their potentials, dignity at 
childhood and it is harmful to their physical and mental development (IPEC, 2005). Child labour depends on the 
child’s age, the type of work performed, the conditions under which it is performed and the objectives pursued 
by the employer(s) and it vary in different countries. According to Harsch, 2001, Africa has the biggest 
incidence of child labour in the world and the poorest region with the low schooling enrolment and attendance. 
Fifteen (15) million children under the age of 14 years are working, mostly to help pay their school fees and to 
support their parents for daily up – keep as reported by FBS in 2003.  ILO (2002) further corroborated , that over 
8 million of the working children attending schools are forced to work for the payment of their schools fees and 
text books from the money they earn from such work or labour. Also United Nations Children Emergency 
Funds’ (UNICEF), report  of 2006 on child labour in Nigeria, revealed that about 15 million children under the 
age of 14 years were working across the country and many of them were exposed to long hours of work in 
dangerous and unhealthy environments. About 6 million working children in Nigeria, split between boys and 
girls who do not attend school at all, while over one million children were forced to drop out due to poverty and 
because their parents demand them to contribute to family income. Due to high demand at work these children 
often skip classes which make it impossible for them to break the cycle of poverty and prevent them from having 
a better standard of living. 
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Agriculture in development countries relied heavily on child labour. On a global scale, children work more in the 
rural areas than the urban centre, thus the activities most working children performed were in the fields and on 
farms, including caring for animals and livestock. Some of these children work with their families and live at 
home. Others go out to work for employers, such as rural land owners, on a daily basis and others work for 
employers far from their families, sometimes under arrangement that are neither legal nor beneficial to the child. 
There are lots of children farmers in Oyo State that are engaged in vegetable production and other agricultural 
activities that are harmful to their health (Lawal, 2007). Children are recruited for house-helps from the rural 
areas to the urban centres. It has been observed that many of the children so recruited have experienced work 
accidents and injuries. Girls most especially are often exposed to sexual harassment such as rape. The resultant 
effect of which mostly lead to early pregnancy, abortion and even sometimes death. 
Women in the rural areas play significant role in the agricultural labour force.  For instance, they are responsible 
for 60% of Nigerian farm labour and produce 70% of domestic food supply in Nigeria (Beestein, 1992). Despite 
these crucial roles of women, they are more involved in child labour activities. The increased rate of 
unemployment and number of families with many children living under the poverty line, the high cost of 
inflation, reduced income of the populace and the rather symbolic child allowance are the main causes of child 
labour (Alexanderus, 2002). Children working in the informal sector have no job security, receive no payment if 
they are injured or become ill, they cannot seek protection when they are maltreated by their employers. In some 
communities, the family has influence on the emotion and the type of living a child take to, most children start 
work with their families before going out to work for others. This has cultural values and implication on the 
expected roles of the child in the society. Agriculture initiates children to work ealier than other kinds of 
economic activities, and it often does so within the protective environment of their family. According to 
Hilowitz et al.(2004). poverty has effect on child labour, in the sense that the poorest household may be caught 
up in what may be called survival trap as employment options deteriorate; forcing them to offer their children for 
labour in order to meet their needs. This is even found taking place among the peasant farmers in the rural areas 
in Nigeria today Quite a number of reasons which could be adduced for child labour, include difficult family 
situation,  misfortune like death of the bread weaner in a family, death of both parents  leaving the child with no 
skills and yet debts to support a number of children left behind. A number of studies have established that 
difficult family situations have pushed children into labour market.  For example, in a study of street children in 
three Turkish cities, 20 of the 65 families interviewed were found to be seriously ill and had no health insurance 
or social security. The existence of health problems along with poverty created a sense of hopelessness among 
these families, which resulted in economically, socially and psychologically insecure environments for the 
children. The low level of education and skills of the parents also has negative effect on the children and their 
future. If the parents received little education the implication of this is that their children will have limited family 
education and to low aspirations to obtain it. Thus learning and schooling may not be highly valued or prized by 
the individuals in these families and the poor communities. .  
It is not just the level of household income that matters for child labour, but also its fluctuation as well. Over the 
course of a year or several years, a household may have an adequate income overall, and still have  short but 
critical period of distress. This is similar to the situation of the experienced small scale agriculture, where a 
farmers’ income depends on a simple crop which may be subjected to climate change, pests disturbance, 
changing prices etc.  Other unforeseeable events such as accidents, diseases may strike, a wage earner may loose 
his job, or a storm may damage the house and assets etc, and all these put pressure on the peasant farmers.  The 
consequencies of such temporary household emergency or distress may be permanent, because researches have 
shown that children who leave school to work full-time when put under such sudden pressure often failed to 
return. In fact, evidences derived from several countries have shown that economic shocks are a significant 
contribution to high increase in child labour.  
The problem of child labour continues to pose a challenge to Nigeria as a nation and the government has taken 
various pro-active measures to tackle this problem. According to IDCR (2010) the magnitude and extent of the 
problem which is essentially socio-economic and inextricably linked to poverty and illiteracy. It requires 
concerted efforts from all sections of the society to make a dent in the problem. Nigeria government took the 
right steps by passing a bill on child rights acts to combat the trafficking of children and some state governments 
have also ratified this law. However, forced and hazardous child labour activities in the area of agricultural farm 
work, quarry work and child trafficking remain a pressing issue, because of governments’ lack of a policy 
framework to combat the worst forms of child labour activities and contradiction in the legal frame work of the 
country (NPECL, 2005).  
The contribution of rural women to Agricultural development through the supply of agricultural labour force and 
household food security cannot be over emphasized. Weiturer (1991) and Adebo et al. (2007) also asserted that 
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the acceptance of social class separation perpetuates child labour. In polygamous families in Nigeria, the first 
child of each lineage is usually sent to school while the remaining children join the parents in carrying out 
agricultural activities. 
Specifically this study intend to, 
1. determine the personal characteristics of the respondents 
2.  identifies in the factors associated with child labour activities in the study area. 
3.  ascertain the benefits derived by respondents from child labour activities. 
4.  determine the perceive effect of child labour on the victims. 
2.  Hypotheses of the study 
Based on the objective of the study, the following hypotheses were tested. 
Ho1: There is no significant relationship between the personal characteristics of the respondents and the factors 
associated with child labour activities. 
Ho2 .There is no significance relationship between the benefit derived by respondents and factors associated with 
child labour activities. 
3.  Research Methodology 
The study was conducted in Oyo West Local Government Areas of Oyo State, Nigeria. It lies at the southwestern 
zone of the state, which is roughly enclosed at latitude 50 and 90 ‘North of the equator, and bounded by longitude 
3o 5’ East. It has a population of 75,035 according to the census figure of 2006 and it covers a land mass of about 
803 square kilometers. Prominent villages within the local government are Fashola, Shoku,Gudugbu, 
Ojongbodu,Iya-ibeji,Anwon, etc. Ecologically, the local government lies in the guinea savannah, and the major 
occupation of the people is farming with cultivation of crops like maize, cassava, yams, and palm tree, citrus. etc. 
The target population for this study was the rural women farmers’ organisations in Oyo West Local Government. 
Purposive sampling technique was used in selecting the three villages of Ojongbodu, Fashola, and Shoku, 
because of the prevalence of child labour practices there. Simple random sampling technique was used to select 
forty (40) respondents from each village making a total of 120 respondents. Data were analysed with the use of 
frequency counts, percentages, chi-square and PPMC. 
4. Results and Discussion 
4.1 Personal characteristics of respondents. 
 Table 1 shows that the age of the respondents range between 20 and 50 years. Thirty – five percent  (35%) of 
the respondents are between 31-40 years old, while 27.5 % fall within the age range of 41-50 years. The 
implication of this finding is that majority of the youths used for child labour are still vibrant and in dire need of 
money. This might be responsible for their participation in child labour activities. 
Majority of the respondents (69.2%) were married at tender age and have started to actively take up 
responsibilities as mothers. This is supported by the findings of Okunlola and Fashina (2003), who posited that 
marital status are presumed to go with level of maturity. 
Table 1 also revealed that 60% of the respondents have no formal education, 35.8% had primary education, 
while 4.2% had secondary education. The implication of this finding is that, majority of the respondents were 
illiterate. Majority of the respondents (45%) were Muslims, 33.3% were Christians, while 21.7% were traditional 
worshippers. 
Table 1, further shows that 36.7 % of the respondents have household size of 1-5, 53.3% have household of 6-10, 
while only a few (10% ) have  household size  of more than 10. The implication of this finding is that, the 
respondents have fairly large household size, and this might have influenced their involvement in child labour 
activities.  
The result from Table 1, indicates that, 60.8% of the respondents earned less than N5000, 26.7% earned between 
N5000 - N10,000, while 12.5% earned above N10,000.  The implication of this finding is that, the respondents 
earned less than one dollar per day thus indicating that more than 50% of Nigerians live below poverty line. 
Table 1 shows that, 52.5 % of the respondents come from polygamous family structure, while 47.5% belong to 
the monogamous family. The implication of this finding is that, polygamy encourages child labour activities. 
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Majority of the respondents (50%) engaged in farming, 35.8% in trading, 7.5% in fishing, while the remaining 
but very few 6.7% of them are artisans. 
4.2 Factors Affecting Child Labour Activities. 
Table 2 shows that majority of the respondents 84.2% were of the opinion that, extreme poverty was the cause of 
their involvement in child labour activities. 43.3% attributed it to high cost of schooling while 36.7% said they 
could not find schools for their wards in the community or nearby hence the children had to be made to engage 
in all forms of child labour.. Others (28.2%)  indicated death of spouse and inadequate teaching facilities (34.2%) 
as the bane for their involvement in the act. The implication of this finding is that poverty plays a major role in 
child labour activities. 
4.3  Benefits derived from child labour activities. 
Table 3 revealed that,90.8% of the respondents said what they derived from child labour activities was used in 
support ing  their  family, 79.2% benefited in terms of increase in income, while 72.5% were able to use it to 
improve the education of  their children. 
4.4  Work activities engaged in by child labour. 
 Table 4 shows the work related activities engaged in by the children as indicated by the respondents. Majority of 
the victims (85%) were involved in agricultural work, 77.7% were domestic servants,71.7% were  sales girls and 
77.5%  were pure water sellers or vendors. A few of the respondents (20.8%) were involved in factory work and 
33.3% were involved in street begging. The finding of this study is in line with the assertion of International 
Labour Organization (2002), which says that child labour cuts across all sector of the economy. 
4.5Perceived Effect of Child Labour 
 Table 5 shows that majority (85% ) of the children were seriously affected by HIV aids and other sexually 
transmitted diseases. Physical injuries and body mutilation (69.2%),  childhood deprivation (70%) were also 
found to be serious effects of  child labour activities in the study areas. Whereas teenage pregnancy (45%) and 
malnutrition (25%) were found to be less affected by child labour activities in the areas. The implication of this 
finding is that a great deal of hazards, health risks and accident are associated with child labour activities. 
4.6 Testing of Hypotheses: 
Ho1 There is no significant relationship between personal characteristics of respondents and factors associated 
with child labour activities. 
Table 6 shows that, Age (χ2  = 39.25),marital status ( χ2 = 26.00), educational level (χ2  = 56.45), number of 
children (  χ2  = 34.40) and income ( χ2   = 44.45), were found to be significant at 0.05 level of significance. 
However, religion ( χ2  = 49.80) was found not to be significant at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore it  
can be inferred that there is a significant relationship between the personal characteristics of respondents and 
factors associated with child labour activities. This finding agrees with  Narayana (2007), who posited that 
illiteracy of parents have led to increase in dropout rate, as children assistance are sought in a variety of 
household and agricultural activities. 
Ho2 There is no significant relationship between the benefits derived by respondents and their involvement in 
child labour activities. 
From Table 7, the correlation value of the identified benefits, which are (i) increase income (r = 0.54), (ii) 
improved education (r = 0.24), support for the family (r = 0.54) and the factors associated with child labour 
activities were significant at 0.05 level of significance. The implication of this finding is that income, education 
and support for the family were some of the determinants of  involvement of the respondents in child labour 
activities. 
5. Conclusion and Recommendations 
The majority of the respondents that were engaged in child labour activities were youths, who were in their 
active sexual and child bearing age. Most of them were illiterate with an average of six household members. 
Their occupations were mostly farming with a few artisans. Majority of them were polygamist, with a monthly 
income of less than five thousand naira (< N5,000)  per month, which is less than one dollar per day. Most of the 
factors affecting child labour activities were extreme poverty and high cost of schooling. Majority of the  
activities engaged in by child labour were agricultural work, domestic servant and sales girls. Perceived effect of 
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child labour activities was seriously in the area of on physical injuries, body mutilation, HIV/AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases. 
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were suggested. 
1) Free and compulsory qualitative education should be provided for children at least up to secondary school 
level to stem out the flow of children into the labour market. 
2) The executive arms of government, legislators, ministries and relevant agencies, are critical actors in the 
fight against child labour. They are to ensure that the child right act laws and decisions or resolutions made 
at  international conventions are implemented at the national, state and local government levels. 
3) Since the problems of child labour affect many families and people, the communities should be mobilized to 
work  towards  its elimination. They should educate parents and children to understand child rights and 
encourage them to exercise their right to education and to a childhood free from exploitation. 
4) Trade unions like Nigeria Labour Congress have influence on work related issues, including child labour. 
Child labour is a violation of human rights and national legislation, which affect adult workers. They should 
impress it on the employers to stop recruiting children for minial, manual jobs and instead should provide 
more job for adults. 
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Table 1: Personal characteristics of respondents (n=120) 
* Age Frequencies Percentages 
20 – 30 
31 – 40 
41 – 50  
Above 50  
26 
42 
33 
19 
21.7 
35.0 
27.5 
15.9 
* Marital Status    
Married  
Single  
Divorce / Separated 
83 
20 
07 
69.2 
16.7 
14.2 
* Educational Attainment    
No Formal Education 
Primary Education  
Secondary Education  
Others  
72 
43 
05 
NIL 
60.0 
35.8 
04.2 
NIL 
* Religion    
Christianity 
Islam   
Traditional  
40 
54 
26 
33.3 
45.0 
21.7 
* Household Size   
1 – 5  
6 – 10  
> 10 
44 
64 
12 
36.7 
53.3 
10.0 
* Income (N)   
< 5,000  
5,000 – 10,000 
> 10,000 
73 
32 
15 
60.8 
26.7 
12.5 
* Family Structure   
Polygamy  
Monogamy  
63 
57 
52.5 
47.5 
* Primary Occupation   
Trading  
Farming  
Fishing  
Artisanship  
43 
60 
09 
08 
35.8 
50.0 
7.5 
6.7 
Source: - Field survey, 2012. 
 
Table 2: Factors Affecting Child Labour Activities (n = 120) 
 Yes  No  
Knowledge Items Freq. % Freq. % 
Extreme Poverty  101 84.2 19 15.8 
School inaccessibility  44 36.7 76 63.3 
High cost of schooling  52 43.3 68 56.7 
Illness of spouse  46 34.2 74 61.8 
Death of spouse  34 28.2 86 71.7 
Inadequate teaching facilities  44 34.2 79 65.8 
Source: Field survey, 2012. 
* Multiple responses  
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 Table 3: Benefits derived from child labour activities (n = 120) 
 Yes  No  
Variables  Freq. % Freq. % 
Improved Education  87 72.5 33 27.5 
Increase Income  95 79.2 25 20.8 
Support for the Family  109 90.8 11 9.2 
Source: Field survey, 2012 
 
Table 4: Work related activities engaged in by child labour (n = 120) 
 Yes  No  
Variables  Freq. % Freq. % 
Domestic servants  86 71.7 34 28.3 
Errand boys / girls 41 34.2 79 65.8 
Sale girls/boys  86 71.7 34 28.3 
Car wash  41 34.2 79 65.8 
Factory workers  25 20.8 95 79.2 
Street begging  40 33.3 80 66.7 
Agricultural works  102 85.0 18 25.0 
Food vendor  41 34.2 79 65.8 
Pure water sales  93 77.5 27 22.5 
Source: Field survey, 2012 
* Multiple responses  
Table 5: Perceived effect of child labour, n = 120 
 Not Serious Less Serious Serious 
Variables  Freq. % Freq. % Freq. % 
Physical injuries and body mutilation  - 0.0 37 30.8 83 69.2 
Long term health problem  30 25.0 32 26.7 58 48.3 
Deprived education  25 20.8 29 24.2 66 55.0 
Malnutrition  21 17.5 30 25.0 69 57.5 
Teenage Pregnancy  04 3.3 54 45.0 62 51.7 
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases 0 0.0 18 15.0 102 85.0 
Childhood deprivation  16 13.3 20 16.7 84 70.0 
Sources: - Field survey, 2012. 
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Table 6: Relationship between personal characteristics of respondents and factors associated with child 
labour  
Variables  X2 df. P. Value Decision 
Age  39.25 4 0.01 S 
Marital status  26.00 3 0.00 S 
Educational level  56.45 2 0.01 S 
Religion  49.80 2 0.44 NS 
No of children  34.40 2 0.01 S 
Income  44.45 2 0.00 S 
Source: Field survey, 2012 
NS = Not significant at 0.05 level 
S = Significant at 0.05 level 
 
Table 7: Correlation of the benefits derived in child labour and the factors associated with it, activities. 
Variables  r - value P - value Decision 
Increased income  0.54 0.01 S 
Improved education  0.24 0.01 S 
Support for the family  0.52 0.01 S 
Source: Field Survey.2012. 
S =Significant at 0.05 level. 
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